
Radical Independence Campaign Aberdeen Smith Commission Crowdsourcing, 18-Oct-2014

Radical Independence Campaign (RIC) Aberdeen will be making a submission to the Smith 
Commission on more powers for Scotland.  We want to know what you think.  Scotland needs more
powers to address inequality and social injustice and do our bit to battle climate change.  We need 
control over more of our budgets and more of our revenue streams.  We need to be able to create 
jobs and protect public services.  We’ve identified some areas we’d like to see devolved.  How 
important do you rate the following and what else might you suggest?  

5- Very Important
4- Important
3- Not Sure
2- Less Important
1- Not Important 

Employment 1 2 3 4 5
- end zero hours contracts
- end Workfare programs, such as ATOS
- replace minimum wage with a living wage (minimum £10p/h)
- power to create good, sustainable jobs

Welfare 1 2 3 4 5
- full devolution of welfare policy, pensions and benefits
- pensions in the UK are the lowest in developed European nations
- policy options to address inequality

Housing 1 2 3 4 5
-power to better control the private sector, ‘rentier’ economy
- more social housing is required
- better regulation of housing market, to address rising prices

Environment 1 2 3 4 5
- power to address Fracking and protect the Scottish environment; the UK Government is pursuing 
this dirty extraction and will allow private companies to drill our homes without consent and no 
limitations on the chemicals they use!  
- power over renewables targets and investment

Foreign Policy 1 2 3 4 5
- Scottish parliament should be allowed more input in foreign policy
- particularly in Europe



Defence 1 2 3 4 5
- Defence opt-outs or rebates; Scotland contributes significantly more to defence than is spent here
- we still have no surface navy vessels based in Scotland, despite our large coast and maritime 
economy

Taxation 1 2 3 4 5
- all oil and gas revenues should go back to Scotland directly, not via Westminster
- power over Corporation Tax; specifically to raise it
- make tax more progressive

Transport 1 2 3 4 5
- power to bring railways back into public ownership in 5 years

Broadcasting 1 2 3 4 5
- power to operate a Scottish Broadcaster, with Scottish content and a non-political bias

Sovereignty 1 2 3 4 5
- recognise the sovereignty of the Scottish Parliament in all devolved matters; currently the UK 
Government could abolish the Scottish Parliament at the drop of a hat! 

Comments, other ideas, what’s really important to YOU...?


