
 

Key facts to consider before you vote No 
 

Economy & Tax 

• The UK is one of the richest countries in the world 

but also one of the most unequal. The gap between 

rich and poor is widening, especially in southeast 

England, where household wealth has been rising 

five times faster than the rest of the country. 

Overall, the top 1% of families own more than the 

bottom 55% combined.  

• The UK national debt is £1.5 trillion. Interest 

payments alone cost £1 billion per week. Scotland 

has to pay its share, but we have almost no say in 

the policies that rack up so much debt (like bank 

bailouts and tax cuts for the rich).   

• The UK economy is based on financial services 

above all else. ‘Casino’ banking, speculative trading 

and the stock market make huge profits by shifting 

imaginary money – but they hurt ordinary people 

when bubbles inevitably burst, as in 2008.  

• Money from Scottish oil was used to privatise and 

destroy many industries in the 1980s: transport, 

energy, telecoms, etc. Today, oil subsidises our 

involvement in bloody conflicts around the world.  

• While the rich pay the most tax as a bare number, 

the poorest pay a far greater proportion of their 

income as tax when VAT, fuel duty, etc. are factored 

in. The very richest hide their money in offshore 

bank accounts and avoid paying tax when they can.  

Poverty 

• More than a million people in the UK used food 

banks in the last year. This number is growing is 

growing faster than any time in the past 50 years.  

• Unemployed people are blamed for costing 

millions to support, but they account for only 3% of 

all welfare spending. Much more (20%) goes to 

support low-paid workers, whose employers refuse 

to pay a living wage. Meanwhile, huge corporations 

owe billions in unpaid tax.  

• Despite 46% of the welfare budget being spent on 

pensions, the UK has the lowest state pension in the 

EU. Millions of pensioners struggle to make ends 

meet, often being forced to choose between heating 

and eating.  

• Living costs are rising faster than pensions, 

benefits and nearly everyone’s wages. Further 

‘austerity measures’ will result in more suffering.  

• All decisions about welfare benefits are made in 

Westminster, where nearly 90% of the Cabinet are 

millionaires. 

Healthcare & Education 

• The NHS in England has seen creeping privatisation 

under New Labour and the current Coalition. It is 

likely that taxpayer-funded healthcare will soon give 

way to the need for private insurance and second-

class healthcare for the poor, like in the USA.  

• Despite being a separate system, funding for 

Scotland’s NHS is based on spending in England. A 

No vote leaves our NHS vulnerable to budget cuts 

and even privatisation. 

• Education in England is becoming more polarised. 

Poor people find poor quality schools in their areas, 

and expensive university fees mean only the richest 

– not the brightest – will go to university. As with the 

NHS, it is likely that Scotland will have to follow this 

line as public spending is cut further in Westminster.  

Military 

• UK military spending is skewed more and more 

towards things like nuclear missiles, aircraft carriers 

and fighter jets. Meanwhile, job cuts and base 

closures mean that our military men and women are 

stretched to breaking point.  

• Our military activities are structured towards 

invading other countries rather than defending the 

UK. Contrary to what the media says, this does not 

make us safer: it makes us a target. Similarly, who 

are our nuclear missiles ‘deterring,’ now that the 

Cold War is over?  

• There has been only one year in the last 100 when 

a UK soldier was not killed because of the UK’s 

conflicts around world. Isn’t it time we had some 

peace and stopped the constant war?  

Democracy 

• The UK parliament is largely undemocratic. The 

House of Lords and Privy Council have huge power 

but no democratic mandate or oversight. Even the 

Commons is wrought with expenses scandals, 

paedophile rings and inherited wealth.  

• As few as 200,000 middle-class ‘swing voters’ in 

southern England decide which party forms a 

government in the UK Parliament. All the main 

parties try to appeal to those few voters, ignoring 

the rest of the UK in order to win in Westminster.  

• UKIP and the far right are on the rise in England. 

Their influence on the other parties can already be 

seen: immigrants and the poor are being blamed for 

problems created by governments. A Tory-UKIP 

coalition is likely in 2015.  



 

Key facts that should encourage you to vote Yes 
 

Economy & Tax 

• Scotland pays tax (income, corporate, VAT, excise, 

etc) to the UK Treasury and gets a block grant back, 

based on the UK budget. The Barnett Formula used 

to calculate the block grant can be changed by the 

UK government regardless of what Scots pay in.  

• The Scottish Government decides how to spend 

the block grant – but they have no say in its size.  

• Scotland has generated more tax per person than 

the rest of the UK every year for the past 33 years. 

England does not subsidise Scotland. 

• 820,000 people live in poverty – nearly a fifth of 

Scotland’s population – and an increase of 100,000 

since 2013. Another 100,000 children will be 

growing up in poverty in five years’ time if we 

continue with the current austerity drive.  

• 90% of UK oil and gas resources are located in 

Scottish waters, but much of wealth from these 

resources flows to London and to other countries.  

• Oil and gas makes up less than 16% of the Scottish 

economy. Even without these, Scotland earns more 

than enough money in other industries to afford 

independence: tourism, whisky, food and drink, 

high-tech manufacturing, creative industries, etc.  

• With 25% of Europe’s renewable energy potential, 

we can re-industrialise for the 21
st

 century and 

create a Green New Deal. 

• Scotland can use the pound if we vote Yes. A 

currency union is in the best interest of the rest of 

the UK, but even without one, nothing can prevent 

us from using the pound. We can’t be forced to join 

the Euro if we vote Yes. 

Healthcare & Education 

• A Yes vote is the best way to protect the Scottish 

NHS, keep free prescriptions and improve services.  

• Scotland’s education system has always been 

separate from England’s. With a Yes vote, we’ll be 

free to invest in better early-years education, and in 

closing the attainment gap between rich and poor.  

• Per capita, Scotland has more universities than 

most other countries, including some of the best 

universities in the world. Our young people are 

among the world’s best educated. By voting Yes 

we’ll keep higher education free and ensure our 

universities are well-funded. We’ll also be able to 

invest in more college places and apprenticeships. 

Pensions  

• All existing state pensions are safe if Scotland 

votes Yes. They are guaranteed by the UK Treasury. 

Private pension providers don’t care where you live. 

At the moment you can live anywhere in the world 

and get your pension. That will not change.  With 

independence, we can work to increase pensions 

and improve quality of life for older people.  

EU & Democracy 

• Scotland benefits from EU membership but the UK 

may well leave before 2020. This will have a huge 

negative impact on Scotland’s economy, which 

depends on immigrant workers.   

• Scottish citizens are already EU citizens, and an 

independent Scotland will remain part of the EU. 

There is no mechanism for Scots to be rejected 

unless we chose to leave.  

• Democracy works best in small countries. By voting 

Yes, we can redesign our political structures for the 

modern world and make them work better for 

ordinary people. Future generations can continue 

shaping Scotland, rather than being tied down by 

the tired old structures of the British state.  

Voting Yes does not instantly solve all of 

Scotland’s problems but it gives a 

chance to fix them. It gives us hope. 

Further Reading 

Don’t take our word for it! The mainstream media is 

not giving fair coverage of the debate, but the 

websites below offer a broad selection of views. 

References for all the facts on this sheet can be 

found on our blog: ricaberdeen.wordpress.com 

• BellaCaledonia.org.uk (editorial)  

• BusinessForScotland.co.uk (financial)  

• CraigMurray.org.uk (politics & views) 

• DerekBateman.co.uk (news & editorial)  

• LallandsPeatWorrier.blogspot.co.uk (legal)  

• NationalCollective.com (creative & editorial)  

• NewsnetScotland.com (news)  

• ScotGoesPop.blogspot.co.uk (on opinion polls) 

• ScotReferendum.com (Q&A)  

• WeeGingerDug.wordpress.com (pure brilliance!)  

• WildernessOfPeace.wordpress.com (views) 

• WingsOverScotland.com (news)  

• WomenForIndependence.org (views) 
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